
     Garage organization can be a 

challenging and overwhelming 

task if you do not pre-plan. 

Most home owners chose to pur-

chase a garage organization sys-

tem. These systems can be  

garage storage shelving, garage 

cabinets and overhead storage 

racks. Regardless of the system 

you have, you must approach your 

garage organization task in three 

major steps.      

      

      The first step is throwing out 

the unneeded, unwanted and no 

longer practical to keep items. The 

second step is to decide what is 

long-term and short-term storage 

items. The third step is to place 

your stored item in the proper stor-

age zone. 

 
 Continued-”Garage” on page 3 

     Finding the Right 
Storm Shelter for 

Your Home 

Ask the Engineer Which Is 
The Best Gutter Guard to 
Keep Gutters Clean and 

By Richard Kuhns  

 

The best gutter guard is neces-

sary to keep your gutters clean 

and free flowing if you have 

heavy tree debris conditions. 

By what criteria do you select the 

best gutter guard? Is price the 

answer? Usually not. The best 

gutter guard may not be the most 

expensive one. 

There are four types of gutter 

covers available. Screening de-

vices are the first type. Simply 
put they are inadequate. Primi-
tive gutter screens pass suffi-
cient debris to clog the gutter 
and the most recent micro mesh 
types, even though they may 
not let any debris into the gut-
ter, lets debris stay on top of the 

gutter screen and keeps water 

out. 

Continued-See “Gutters”-Page 4 

 

By Vince Mims   
There are likely hundreds, if not 

thousands, of storm shelters out 

there. Do you really want to en-

trust the safety of your family to 

just any of them? 

You've made a good decision in 

choosing to put a storm shelter in 

your home. Now the time comes 

to find which shelter will offer you 

and your family the most protec-

tion and fit most seamlessly with 

your house. Here are a few tips 

for choosing storm shelters: 

Make sure the company is ap-

proved by the NSSA 

Less than 10 percent of storm 

shelter companies can even qual-

ify to be a part of the National 
Storm Shelter Association, 

which is the only regulatory body 

for storm shelters in the U.S. The 

Continued-See”Storm” Page 4 
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What types of things are lurking 

in the back of your closet? For 

many, the closet is a catch-all 

for items that are not often used, 

or things that you honestly don't 

know what to do with. Many of 

the items that over-crowd your 

closet should be stored In the 

garage to free-up closet space. 

Here's five things that clutter 

most closets. 

 

Top 5 Closet Hogging Items to 

Move to the Garage 

 

There are many different ob-

jects that may be taking up un-

necessary space in your closet. 

Here are a few you can move to 

the garage, along with some 

great ideas on for organization. 

 

Luggage- Do you have two, 

three, or even more suitcases 

sitting in your closet? If you're 

like most people, you put your 

luggage to use two or three 

times per year. So, why do your 

suitcases demand so much 

prime space? With a quick ga-

rage shelving installation you'll 

have room for a few more pairs 

of shoes in your closet. 

 

Sports Equipment- How does 

sports equipment end up in 

closets anyway? Gym bags, golf 

clubs, tennis rackets, and high 

school team gear seems to walk 

itself from the garage to our 

closets. If you are a sports-

minded family, a dedicated 

shelving area can hold bins for 

your footballs, basketballs, 

baseballs and gloves while spe-

cialized racks can neatly hold 

golf bags and clubs. With 

Monkey Bars storage sys-

tems you may even be able to 
find a baseball and a glove at 

the same time. Won't that be 

nice? 

 

Exercise Gear- Don't feel bad. 

Most Americans have some 

type of exercise equipment sit-

ting in the bottom of their 

closet. By moving all your gear 

to its own area in the garage, 

you can even set up a work out 

station.  

Resistance bands can hang on 

the wall with hooks, ankle 

weights, small hand weights , 

and medicine balls can be 

stored on shelves, and your 

yoga mat can be rolled up and 

shelved for quick access. You 

are much more likely to make 

use of your equipment when 

it's all within reach. 

Craft Items - Are you riding 

the scrapbooking train? Maybe 

you're a budding artist with 

several canvases, paints and 

brushes lining your closet 

shelves. Just like the exercise 

gear example, you can actually 

set up a nice studio in your 

garage. Our shelves, work 

benches and cabinets provide 

the perfect place for organizing 

and handy access. 

 

Toys, Toys, Toys - Those 

oversized awkward toys are 

closet space killers, and let's 

face it, kids have trouble stay-

ing organized. A great way to 
start them out on the right path is 

by moving some of the lesser 

used and larger toys to the garage. 

With our system you can even 

store them at the perfect kid 

height to prevent accidents and 

promote a bit of independence.  

 

Whatever your lifestyle, you've 

probably got some closet hogs 

of your own. Moving some of the 

items to your garage will help you 

get organized and even create a 

mini-studio, work out center, or 

hobby area. What's in your 

garage's future? 

5 Things Presently Stored in Your Closet:  

That Should Be Stored in the Garage 

Huntsville Garage Shapeups, LLC   Free Estimate 

HuntsvilleGarageShapeups.com  1-800-214-4311 
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      Short term storage is defined as 
anything used more than 3 times a 
year. These are the items that cause 
the most problems when it comes to 
garage organizing. You must be able 
to store them where they are quick 
and easy to find and access. It is bet-
ter if they are within arms reach while 
standing on the ground. It is best not 
to store your short-term storage in 
totes or boxes. One reason, is that 
you often can not find it when you 
need it because you can not remember 

here you stored it. A second reason, is 

that storing it in a tote requires you to get 

the tote down and then return it to its 

place later. This waste valuable time that 

you could be using to perform a task or 

chore. 

 

     The best method of storing short-term 

stored item is to hang them. When they 

are hung, they should be hung within 

arms reach and be clearly visible. This 

makes them easy to find, locate, and ac-

cess. Equally important, hanging them, 

makes them easy to return to their storage 

spot.  

 

      When you divide your storage into 

long-term and short-term storage zones, 

you will find it is best to pack away long-

term in plastic totes. These are relatively 

inexpensive. They will be placed high on 

the shelf. Hopefully your storage shelf 

will allow you to stack these totes two 

and three high. 

  

     In garage storage, the old saying, you 

get what you pay far is absolute true. It is 

wise to do your research. Find the storage 

system that has the high rated load limit. 

A system that is mounted into the studs of 

the wall. And one that has both shelving 

and hanging hooks. 

 

      The perfect system for implementing 

this “2-Zone” storage system is the Mon-

key Bar Storage System. It holds 1000 lbs 

on every 4 ft. shelf. It is mounted into the 

wall studs. It is also backed by a Lifetime 

Warranty.  

 

      Monkey Bar Storage is a national 

brand that is gaining popularity because 

of its strength, flexibility, efficiency, and 

warranties. It is more expensive for a rea-

son. It is built to last a lifetime.  

“Garage” 

Continued from page 1... 

 

STEP 1—Decide What to Keep—You 

must make it your mission to separate 

the “keep-it or donate-it” items  The 

general rule is that if you haven’t 

looked for it or used it in 2 years you 

should throw it out or donate it to a 

charitable organization for a tax deduc-

tion.    

 

STEP 2 –Separate Long-term from 

Short-term Storage Once your have 

decided what to keep and store, it is 

time to implement a garage storage 

plan for your stored items and equip-

ment. The most efficient way to organ-

ize the garage is to separate your stor-

age into 2 groups, Long Term and 

Short Term. 

 

STEP 3—Designate your two stor-

age zones—Long term storage is 

defined by anything used 1 to 2 times 

a year. The most common of these 

items is Christmas decorations. Stor-

ing Christmas items can be challeng-

ing because they are usually in large 

awkward size boxes and if your wife is 

like mine, she is very good at stuffing 

the boxes full. Heavy duty shelving  

allows you to store long-term storage 

in totes, boxes or bins high on a shelf. 
 
     You must be careful in choosing 
garage storage shelving systems. 
Many are limited in look capacity. One 
that is rated to hold only 100 pounds is 
basically useless. Another important 
point is that for a shelving system to 
hold heavy loads it must mounted into 
the wall studs. Most “do-it-yourself” kits 
that are purchased at the mass mer-
chants or big box stores seem like a 
good idea at the time, but these are 
almost always destined to collapse, 
pull out of the wall and fail. They are 
often a dangerous alternative because 

of the liability risk.  

 

Monkey Bar Garage Storage is a 

product that is taking over the garage 

shelving industry like wildfire. Its is 

the talk of the garage storage indus-

try. This patented products fast 

growing popularity and respect 

comes from 5 major benefits that it 

offers, that other garage storage sys-

tem fail to provide. These are: 

1. 100% Complete utilization of 

vertical wall space. The patented 

bars and hooks feature that clips into 

the shelf brackets provides unlimited 

hanging space below the shelf 

bracket. Other system fall short in 

this category. 

2. Unbelievable strength is where 

Monkey Bar Storage dominates. At 

1000 lbs per 4 ft. shelf, it hold 3 

times as much per running foot as 

other systems. 

3. 3. Flexibility and adaptability is 

another area Monkey Bars blisters 

the competition. No other system 

grows or changes as simple and eas-

ily as Monkey Bars.  

To add more storage just add bars 

and hooks. To change your storage 

setup, simply move bars, slide hooks 

or change hooks. It is just that simple 

and easy. 

4. Organization zones can more eas-

ily be designated, established and 

maintained with Monkey Bars shelv-

ing. Long-term storage goes in totes 

on the top of the shelf. Short-term 

storage is usually stored on hanging 

hooks, baskets, or bucket racks, un-

der the top shelf. 

5. The looks of the Monkey Bar Sys-

tem is an attractive addition to any 

garage in any size home. It adds 

value to any home in which it is in-

stalled. The homeowner will  experi-

ence a return of every penny of his or 

her Monkey Bar investment should 

the home be sold. 

For more info on this product or 

company visit HuntsvilleGarage-

Shapeups.com or call 1-800-214-

4311 to schedule a free estimate. 

Lifetime Epoxy Floors Offers 

Huntsville/Madison Homeowners 

A Great Product for Home Improvement 

     Lifetime Epoxy Floors are 

Huntsville/Madison’s local garage 

flooring experts. Lifetime Epoxy 

Floors is owned and operated by 

Garage Shapeups, LLC, a well 

known and trusted name in home 

improvement in Alabama.  

     This company’s fast growth is 

being stimulated by the reputation 

the company has for installing beau-

tiful, durable and long lasting 

      Lifetime Epoxy is a certified 

and authorized dealer and installer 

of epoxy coatings. They are a mem-

ber of the Huntsville/Madison  

Chamber of Commerce, Huntsville/

Madison Home Builders Associa-

tion, and accredited by the Better 

Business Bureau. For more info 

visit LifetimeEpoxyFloors.com or 

call 1-800-214-4311 to schedule a 

free estimate. 
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“Gutters” 

Continued from page 1 

be guaranteed that sufficient 

debris will stick to the fin or 

rounded nose and be guided 

into the gutter where it will either 

clog the trough that delivers the 

water to the gutter or the gutter 

itself. 

The third type are the louvered 

leaf guards with louvers instead 

of one long fin or nose in the 

vertical direction. To see the ba-

sic design "Carefree Vinyl Gutter 

covers" which is also available in 

aluminum. Of all the designs we 

have looked at, it is the best 

chance in heavy debris condi-

tions. It limits the size of the de-

bris that can get into the gutter. 

However, more debris may get 

washed in from the lip of the gut-

ter than you might wish and 

could clog the gutter. 

The fourth type of gutter guard is 

the double row louvered leaf 

guards with two rows of louvers 

in the vertical surface. To see 

what it looks like, Google 

"Waterloov gutter guards". With 

two rows of louvers, no debris 

can wash in from the lip of the 

gutter and you can be confident 

that the gutter inside will never 

clog. Since 1989 this design has 

 Fins or a rounded front nose 

used to collect water are the 

second type. Google "Niagara 

rain gutter cover leaf guards and 

gutter guards" for the basic de-

sign. You will find this basic de-

sign on over a dozen different  

 

 

 

 

gutter covers. You will find that 

one of them even has screen 

openings on its top. Another one 

has a trough below the fin with 

openings to screen keep out 

large debris. In heavy debris 

conditions you can  

been used with great success 

on tens of thousands of homes. 

Maintenance is always an issue 

with all types of gutter guards. 

With screens, they either have 

to be removed to clean the gut-

ters inside or the tops have to be 

cleaned which often proves a 

big problem. The rounded nose 

or fin type (with or without the 

trough) have to be taken off the 

gutters, disconnected from the 

roof and then reinstalled 

whereas with the louvered prod-

ucts, they can usually be main-

tained by brushing with a tele-

scopic pole and brush assembly. 

Removal of the gutter guards 

are never required with the dou-

ble row design, however, with 

the single row design, it may be 

necessary to remove the gutter 

cover at the downspout. 

In summary, the best gutter 

guard for heavy debris condi-

tions is the double row louvered 

gutter cover which can easily be 

maintained with a telescopic 

pole and brush (as high as two 

floors) and never clogs inside. 

Richard Kuhns B.S.Ch.E., engineer and inventor. Article 

Source: http://EzineArticles.com/6411648 To find 

out more about the best gutter guards--self cleaning 

gutters-- please to go http:www.waterloov.com or http://

www.carefreegutters.com and see for yourself. 

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/6411648  

 

5 Home Improvement Ideas  

that Add comfort, beauty and  

value to your home. 

We're still in a buyer's market according 

to the latest real estate statistics. For 

those looking to purchase a home, the 

time is right. Prices are down and inter-

est rates are low. On the other hand, 

more homeowners are making the deci-

sion to stay in their current location, at 

least until the market returns.  

 

With this in mind, more people are look-

ing for home improvement ideas that 

will not only make their home more 

comfortable to live in right now, but will 

also increase the value of their home 

when it comes time to sell.  

 

So, how do you know which home im-

provement projects are the best overall 

investments and which should be 

avoided? Below, we've given you 5 solid 

home improvement ideas that will in-

crease the value of your home. When 

making your final decisions just keep in 

mind that the more people your remodel-

ing idea will appeal to, the better off you 

are. 

 

Kitchen Updating—Most people con-

sider the kitchen to be the focal point of 

the home. Because of this fact, updating 

your kitchen always pay off. According 

to statistics, you can expect to recoup up 

to 120% of the investment you make in 

your kitchen. With that in mind, new 

tile, cabinets, cabinet pull-out shelving, 

and countertops are always a sound in-

vestment as well. 

 

Add a Garage Organization System - 

Everyone these days is trying to fit more 

stuff into smaller spaces. With that in 

mind, the addition of a garage shelving 

system is very attractive to potential 

buyers.  

Garage overhead storage and the addition 

of garage storage shelves along one or 

more of the side walls can provide a place 

for holiday items, stored memorabilia, 

luggage, sporting goods, and other large 

items that would normally take up precious 

space in the back of a closet. By using 

hooks along with the garage storage 

shelves, you'll also be able to get yard 

tools, hoses, bikes, and other items up off 

the garage floor. Garage organization sys-

tems are a smart addition to any home, but 

if your home is lacking in square footage, 

investing in extra storage space can make 

it or break it when it comes to selling your 

home. 

Fresh Paint - Repainting is almost a given 

when you are about to sell, and luckily it's 

one of the most inexpensive ways to in-

crease your home's asking price. While 

you are living in your home, paint your 

rooms whatever color makes you happy, 

but always revert to warm, neutrals when 

you get ready to sell.  

Energy Efficiency- One of the first ques-

tions many potential home buyers ask 

these days is, "How much is your average 

electric bill?" By saving your statements 

for the past 12 months and providing the 

figures, you'll have the upper hand over 

other homes for sale. Installing energy 

efficient windows and Energy Star rated 

appliances can reduce your energy bill by 

as much as $500 per year.  

Ugly Floor Resurfacing—One of the of-

ten overlooked eyesores in a home is old, 

blemished, cracking, stained or peeling 

cement surfaces.  Epoxy floor coating are a 

great way to upgrade and makeover a ga-

rage that is showing its age. Hire an epoxy 

floor installation company. They will pro-

fessionally install the floor and have good 

solid warranties. 

   Free Estimate Call—1-800-214-4311    
                   LifetimeEpoxyFloors.com 

The Home Improvement 

Quarterly is published by 

the Home Improvement 

Group of Alabama. It is a 

none profit publication 

used to educate the con-

sumer about home im-

provement products thru 

articles and tips.  

Any inquiries should be 

sent to: 

HIQuarterly@usa.com. 
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